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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF CAFA: PROFESSOR BERT DEMARSIN  
 
After more than a year of pandemics that deeply affected our daily lives, the global economy and, 
of course, the art market, CAfA is looking to the future with confidence and ambition. In spite of 
the difficult circumstances, we managed to grow as an organisation and to take important steps 
towards further professionalisation. In 2021, CAfA continued to receive applications of highly 
qualified experts and neutrals to strengthen its pools. Also at the operational level, the CAfA 
received a considerable boost, as a number of new, enthusiastic and talented staff members 
joined its forces. Through a series of much appreciated webinars, we invested in education, kept 
in touch with the CAfA community and worked on business communication and promotion, 
seeking to convince new groups of CAfA’s added value for dispute resolution in the international 
art market. In doing so, CAfA has demonstrated resilience and adaptability. 
 
Out of crisis, however, springs innovation. New strategies and businesses developed rapidly while 
technological shifts already underway reached warp speed. New and incumbent digital platforms 
welded global markets together, accelerating long-anticipated transitions to a virtual economy. 
In the artworld, that resulted in the online market doubling in value within the year. In addition, 
we witnessed the rise of non-fungible tokens (NFTs), a startling innovation but at the same time 
a legal stumbling block. In fact, global sales volumes of NFTs reached $10.7 billion in the third 
quarter of 2021, making an eightfold increase from the previous quarter. This magnitude of 
attention is eye-catching, to say the least, and it has businesses and individuals around the world 
taking action. As a legal service provider, CAfA is following these developments with great 
attention, convinced of the role it may play in view of the specificity and technicality of the 
subject matter. 
 
 
CAFA EXPANDS ITS TEAM  
 
We are excited to announce that the following Executive Officers have joined the CAfA team.  
 

Weronika Weems: Weronika studied law in Kraków, Berlin and Paris and 
continued her academic career with a doctorate on the system of export 
and return of cultural goods in the EU at the Ruprechts Karl University of 
Heidelberg. She completed a professional internship at Sotheby's auction 
house in London and has professional experience in law firms in Poland and 
in Germany specializing in art law. Currently she is working as a Legal 
Counsel at Therme Art.  

 



Ana Horta: Ana studied law in Leuven, Lisbon and Brussels and worked as 
an immigration lawyer for an international law firm in Brussels after having 
completed internships at the European Commission and the Consulate-
General of Belgium in Rio de Janeiro. Her long-standing fascination for the 
art sector as well as her keen interest in pursuing a (legal) career in the art 
business sector made her recently decide to shift her career path. Ana is 
currently following the one-year art business program by Christie’s 
Education and working at an Art Foundation in Hamburg, Germany. 

 
A very warm welcome to Weronika and Ana! 
 
 
DEPARTURE OF HETTY DE ROOIJ  
 
We also want to reflect on the departure of our Executive Officer Hetty de Rooij. Hetty joined 
CAfA in 2019 and made an invaluable contribution to the organization that CAfA is today. Hetty 
coordinated the CAfA secretariat, supervised the CAfA interns and represented CAfA on 
numerous occasions, including in an interview for the AboutLaw podcast (we can highly 
recommend listening to it here (in Dutch)) and as moderator of the CAfA webinar on mediation 
(see below under past events). Hetty will continue her career as lecturer and Academic 
Coordinator of the LL.M. in International Civil & Commercial Law (Advanced Master) at the 
University of Leiden. She is also pursuing a PhD in the field of arbitration. We said goodbye to 
Hetty over a festive lunch and would like to take this opportunity to thank her again for her hard 
work and dedication to CAfA over the past years. We wish her all the best! 
 

  
 
 
ART IN TIMES OF WAR 
 
CAfA arbitrator Ganna Prokhorova (Partner at Mamunya IP) and Natalia Badora (Associate at 
Mamunya IP) shared an article with us on the current situation with respect to art and cultural 
heritage losses due to the war in Ukraine and on various resistance and solidarity initiatives that 
have been taken to raise funds for the Ukrainian army and Ukrainian artists, and to protect art 
and cultural heritage in Ukraine. We thank Ganna and Natalia for their interesting contribution 
and wish them strength in this difficult time. The full article is attached to this newsletter.  



 
Furthermore, our Executive Officer Weronika Weems was involved in the organisation of a 
charity event for the Ukrainian people and culture which was held at the Venice Biennale on 21 
April 2022. The proceeds were dedicated to supporting pressing humanitarian needs in Ukraine, 
including cultural workers and resources. The event was held in celebration of Ukrainian culture, 
aligned under the mission to prevent the extinction of cultural identity targeted by genocide. 
More information about this event can be found here.  
 
 
PAST EVENTS 2021 
 
25 February 2021: CAfA Webinar on the Role of Expert Witnesses in Art Disputes 
 

 
 
What is the function of expert witnesses in different legal systems? What types of expert 
evidence are required in art disputes (scientific evidence vs connoisseurship)? What are the 
challenges faced by expert witnesses and what are the challenges for the judge or arbitrator in 
weighing up expert evidence? These and other topics at the intersection of art and law were 
discussed by our moderator and panellists: Martin Wilson, Andrew Onslow, Sharon Hecker, 
Richard Spear, Angell Xi and Anna Bennett, in a webinar on the Role of Expert Witnesses in Art 
Disputes which took place on 25 February 2021. The recording of the webinar is available here.  
 
CAfA is accepting applications from candidate Provence Experts or Forensic Science/Materials 
Analysis Experts to be considered for placement in the CAfA Expert Pool. Click here to apply. 
 
6 July 2021: CAfA Webinar on Mediation of Art Disputes at CAfA  
 



 
 
On 6 July 2021, CAfA organized a webinar on the mediation of art disputes. What opportunities 
and benefits does mediation have for art disputes? What are the significant distinctions between 
arbitration/litigation and mediation? What can parties expect from the mediation process? At 
the intersection of art and dispute resolution, our three distinguished panellists: Bill Marsh, Paul 
Eric Mason and Christopher To, presented their perspectives on these and other issues.  
 
CAfA is accepting applications for its Mediator Pool. Click here to apply.  
 
22 September 2021: CAfA and University of Bonn Webinar on Settling Art Disputes by 
Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR): Future and challenges in Germany and worldwide 
 

 
 
On 22 September 2021, CAfA organised a webinar in cooperation with Professor Matthias Weller 
of the University of Bonn. During this webinar, our distinguished panellists, including CAfA Board 
Member William Charron and CAfA Arbitrator Katharina Garbers-von Boehm, discussed the 
future and challenges of settling art disputes in Germany and worldwide. The administration of 
justice in art-related disputes can be challenging in our times: the art market is opaque; the 
transactions are complex; field expertise is required, in particular when it comes to disputes 
involving Nazi-looted art. In this roundtable, we addressed these issues and discussed the 
difficulties of litigating art disputes in national courts or pursuing claims of Nazi-looted art before 
national Restitution Committees such as the German “Beratende Kommission”, the expertise 
required to determine the authenticity of an artwork, and how to increase the market 
acceptability of the outcome of art disputes. Furthermore, our panellists discussed future 
prospects and challenges of settling art disputes via Alternative Dispute Resolution. In this 



context, we spoke about the offer CAfA as a specialized institution for art dispute resolution can 
make. 
 
CAfA is accepting applications for its Arbitrator Pool. Click here to apply.  
 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 2022 
 
27 May 2022: Webinar for Christie’s Education on Mediating Art Disputes  

Presentation by Professor Bert Demarsin (President of CAfA) and Camilla Perera-de Wit (Board 
Member of CAfA) on the role of mediation and the Court of Arbitration for Art in art disputes, at 
the suggestion of Ana Horta (Modern Art & Art Law student at Christie’s Education and Executive 
Officer of CAfA). This webinar is only for Christie’s Education alumni.  

21 & 22 October 2022: Heidelberger Kunstrechtstage (Heidelberg Art Law Days) 
 
Professor Bert Demarsin (President of CAfA) will give a presentation on CAfA at the Heidelberg 
Art Law Days on 21 and 22 October 2022. This conference has been taking place for 16 years and 
has brought together some of the most famous professors and lawyers in the field of art & law 
in Germany, Austria and Switzerland. 
 
Please keep a close eye on our LinkedIn page for further information on upcoming events.  
 
 
NEWS AND PUBLICATIONS 2021/2022 
 

- The Art Law Review (2022) 
 

At the end of January 2022, the second edition of The Art Law Review was published. The 
Art Law Review opens with substantive chapters that present an overview of current and 
significant issues in several important areas of art law, including: 
a) recent developments in the art market; 
b) art authentication; 
c) art and technology; 
d) international copyright issues; 
e) moral rights; 
f) recent trends in art arbitration and mediation; and 
g) cultural property disputes. 
 
The chapters that follow discuss recent art law developments in 20 key countries. Each 
country's chapter gives a review of hot topics, trends and noteworthy cases and 
transactions during the past year, then examines in greater depth specific developments 
in the following areas: art disputes, fakes, forgeries and authentication, art transactions, 



artist rights, and trusts and foundations, and finally offers insights for the future. We hope 
you enjoy reading all of these excellent contributions, amongst others from CAfA Board 
Members and Neutrals. For more information or to order a copy please click here.   

 
- In May 2022, Napoleão Casado Filho (CAfA arbitrator) will be appointed as the 

Chairperson of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators (CIArb) Brazil branch. In this role, 
Napoleão Casado Filho intends to organize events in Brazil and Latin America to foster 
arbitration involving art. Congratulations on this new role! 
 

- Publication: ‘The Golden Lady; On the restitution case Adele Bloch-Bauer I by Gustav 
Klimt (Maria Altman et al. vs Republic of Austria)’, Peter Polak (Advisory Board member 
and arbitrator at CAfA), Festschrift Alexander Reuter, Otto Schmidt Verlag 2022  
 

- On 28 March 2022, CAfA arbitrator Val Chow was invited to deliver a guest lecture at 
the Chinese University of Hong Kong to cultural management and arts students (both 
undergraduate and postgraduate) on selected art law topics, including NFTs. Please find 
a copy of the poster for this event attached to this newsletter 
 

- On 2 March 2022, Bert Demarsin (President of CAfA) and Thomasina van Roosmalen 
(Executive Officer of CAfA) together with René Klomp and Martha Visser, spoke as 
panellists during a NAI Jong Oranje webinar on Art and Arbitration. The webinar was 
moderated by Stan Putter (CEO of CAfA).  

 
- Publication: ‘International Arbitration for Art-Related Disputes and the Court of 

Arbitration for Art’, Ibrahim Doğan Takavut, Public and Private International Law 
Bulletin, Year 2021, Volume 41, Issue 2 (in Turkish, with an English abstract) Link 

 
- ‘Caravaggio’s Cardsharps art dispute: The role of expert witnesses in Thwaytes v 

Sotheby’s’, audio discussion featuring Lisette Aguilar (CAfA arbitrator): being an expert 
witness for an art dispute can be highly demanding, but also rewarding as private art 
dealer Rachel Kaminsky found out during the Thwaytes v Sotheby’s case. Keystone Law 
art partner Lisette Aguilar, who also worked on the case while working at Sotheby’s, 
spoke to Rachel about being an expert witness in a high profile dispute and what 
happened during the case (November 2021). Recording available via: 
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xDR3HpdY7HM or 
Vimeo: https://vimeo.com/646373580.  
 

- Publication: ‘The Benefits and Challenges of Expert Witnesses for Art Law Cases and the 
CAfA Expert Witness Pool’, Sharon Hecker, Jennifer Mass and Lynn Rother, Art & 
Cultural Heritage Newsletter, American Bar Association Section of International Law 
(Summer 2021) (PDF file attached) 
 

- Publication: ‘What Can I Do To Avoid Being A Victim Of Art Fraud Or Crime’, William 
Charron (CAfA Board Member), Art & Museum Winter Issue 2021 (PDF file attached) 



 
- ‘Het nieuwe Court of Arbitration for Art en conflicten inzake kunst’, an interview with 

our Executive Officer Hetty de Rooij on the ‘AboutLaw’ Podcast (February 2021) Access 
 

- ‘Resolving Art Disputes Through the New Court of Arbitration for Art (CAfA)’, a 
presentation from CAfA Board Members, Camilla Perera-de Wit and William Charron for 
the CIArb's Cyprus Branch (February 2021) Access 
 

- ‘Art Disputes and the Court of Arbitration for art: Evolution or Revolution?’, Subhash 
Bhutoria (CAfA arbitrator), The American Review of International Arbitration, Columbia 
Law School (January 2021) Access 
 

- ‘Eine neue Plattform für kunstbezogene Schlichtung - Ein Überblick über Strukturen und 
Ziele des „Court of Arbitration for Art” in Den Haag’, Yasmin Mahmoudi (CAfA arbitrator) 
and Leonard Krüger, Kunst und Auktionen, NR. 18 (6 November 2020) 

 
Have you published an article that may be of interest to the CAfA community and that is not listed 
here? Please let us know by sending an email to secretary@cafa.world.  
 
 
DISPUTE RESOLUTION THROUGH CAFA 
 
CAfA was founded to resolve disputes in the wider art community through mediation and 
arbitration. The CAfA arbitration and mediation rules have been designed to specifically suit art 
disputes. Any kind of dispute involving visual art may be submitted to CAfA for adjudication, 
including (although not limited to) disputes over authenticity, chain of title/restitution, contract, 
copyright, insurance, transportation, import/export regulations, and tax. This can be done by 
including the CAfA arbitration or mediation clause below in the applicable general conditions of 
business, or on an ad hoc basis in agreement between the parties. 
 
CAfA arbitration clause:  
 
“All disputes, claims, controversies, and disagreements arising in connection with the present agreement, or further agreements 
resulting therefrom, shall be settled in accordance with the CAfA Arbitration Rules, consisting of the Arbitration Rules of the 
Netherlands Arbitration Institute supplemented and modified by the AiA/NAI Adjunct Arbitration Rules.” 
 
CAfA mediation clause:  
 
"For the purpose of resolution of each and any dispute, claim, controversy, and disagreement that has arisen or might arise from 
the present agreement, or any further agreements resulting from the same, the parties shall – or a party shall – file a request for 
mediation with the NAI Secretariat in accordance with the CAfA Mediation Rules, consisting of the Mediation Rules of the 
Netherlands Arbitration Institute supplemented and modified by the AiA/NAI Adjunct Mediation Rules." 
 
For further information, please visit our website. 
 
 



CONTACT  
 
For more information about CAfA, please visit our website. For general enquiries, please contact 
the Secretariat at secretary@cafa.world. For queries about the filing or administration of an 
arbitration, please contact us at cafa@nai-nl.org. Follow us on LinkedIn for the latest updates.   
 


